BOOK
118

The/\ovanced

CONTEMPORARY
AFFAIRS

Covers National & International

Current Affairs
A

> Specially Designed for CSS, PMS,
PCS & Other Competitive Exams

> Directly Useful for Current Affairs,
Pakistan Affairs, Islamic Studies & Essay Papers

> Based on Research Papers, Think Tank
Reports & Global Journals

> Step-by-Step Training in Note-Making,
Comparative Analysis & Answer Writing

> Boosts Vocabulary, Grammar & Expression for
Exam Success

> Covers Pakistan’s Domestic, External & International
Affairs, Politics, Economy, Foreign Policy, Governance,
Climate & the Islamic World

> Transforms Knowledge into Arguments — For
High-Scoring Essays & Descriptive Answer

> A Trusted Resource Since 1995 — Endorsed by
Council on Contemporary Affairs — Pakistan

Editor in Chief
M Imtiaz Shahid

7=
| [~ @
Advanced = Publishers

(ii)



The Advanced Contemporary Affairs ©
(Book 118)
ISBN 978-969-588-529-1
Price Rs. 1000/-
2 |ssue, 2025
Trade Mark Registration No. 22177

The book series is backed and supported by the prestigious
think tank, Council on Contemporary Affairs — Pakistan

Articles and Essays included in the
Advanced Contemporary Affairs are being taken from national and international newspapers and
journals of repute.
The book series is designed to offer
the readers a conglomerate of enlightened, research oriented,
and thought provoking articles on current affairs
at minimum possible cost.

All correspondence and suggestions related to the Advanced Contemporary Affairs must be
addressed to the Editor’s office:

M. Imtiaz Shahid. 20, M3,
Lake City, Lahore — Pakistan.

(Tel: 03222700004)
E-mail: advancedcontemporaryaffairs@gmail.com

mimtiazshahid@gmail.com

We welcome any article on current affairs for publication. These articles may be sent to the
Editor’s office.

Opinions expressed in articles and reviews published in The Advanced Contemporary Affairs are
those of the authors and should not be attributed to the editor or the publishers.

Grateful acknowledgements are due to all those Authors, Newspapers, Journals & Publishers,
whose articles and research works are included in this book series.

Published by Advanced Publishers

17-2nd Floor, Muslim Centre. Chatter Jee Road. Urdu Bazaar.
Lahore. Pakistan. Ph. 03228414414, (042) 37360555
(email: advancedpublisherspk@gmail.com)

(iif)



CONTENTS

Description

Preface

How to Use This Book for Exams
Editor’s Tip: How This Book Improves English Expression

10.

11.

12.

Part 1: Pakistan’s Domestic Affairs

Strengths and Weaknesses of Pakistan: A Strategic Assessment of a
Nation at Crossroads
Bilal Khattak

Power Elements of a Nation-State: Global Framework and Pakistan’s
Strategic Paradox
Saeed Ahmed Hashmi
Pakistan on Trial: Justice, Power, and the Struggle for Legal Order — The
Rule of Law in Pakistan
Hamid Igbal
Pakistan’s Political Trajectory: From Democracy to Dictatorship and Hybrid

Rule (1947-2025)
Tehmina Riaz

Why India and Pakistan Took Divergent Paths After 1947: A Comparative
Political and Institutional Analysis
Ayesha Khalid

Islam, Politics, and the Misuse of Religion in Pakistan
Ahmad Raza Khan

Power Without Responsibility: A History of Pakistan’s Systemic Crisis
Rabia Bano

Local Government in Pakistan — Foundations, Failures, and the Future of
Grassroots Democracy

Javed Siddiqui

Artificial Intelligence and Pakistan: A Research-Based Inquiry
Fariha Noor

Education in Pakistan: Challenges, Reforms, and the Road Ahead
Maryam Hussain

Conceptual Foundations of Sustainable Development and Its Relevance
to Pakistan

Imran Qureshi

Agriculture in Pakistan: A Comprehensive Study
Rabia Bano

(iv)

17

35

38

49

69

92

103

121

130



13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

23.

24.

25.

26.

Pakistan’s Debt Problem — Causes, Consequences, and the Road to
Fiscal Sustainability

Kashif Ali Shah

Balochistan in the Great Game: Resource Conflict, Regional Interference,
and National Integration

Mehwish Akram

Pakistan’s Provincial Question: Federalism, New Provinces, and the
Search for Balance

Imran Qureshi
Pakistan's Environmental Crisis: Challenges, Realities, and the Path
Forward

Sadaf Rahman

Social Issues in Pakistan: Causes, Consequences, and Policy Responses
Asad Ullah Khan

Part 2: Pakistan’s External Affairs

The 2025 India—Pakistan War: Strategic, Political, and Diplomatic
Dimensions

Omar Al-Mansoor

The Future of the Indus Waters Treaty
Ambassador (R) Shafqat Kakakhel

Pakistan—US Relations in 2025: Transaction, Trust, and the Great-Power
Chessboard

Jonathan Carter

The New Great Game: Rare Earth Minerals and the Global Contest for
Technological Supremacy

Emily Davis
Axis and Allies: The Geopolitical Chessboard of the US, Iran, Israel, and
Pakistan
Julia Robinson

The Geopolitical Chessboard of Pakistan, the U.S., China, and India
Michael Stone

Borders and Beyond: Pakistan’s Relations with Its Neighbors
Carlos Mendes

Pakistan and Regional & International Organizations
Chen Wei

Part 3: Global Issues

The Twelve-Day War: Iran—Israel — History, Dynamics, and Lessons for
the Muslim World
Maria Gonzalez

(v)

141

167

180

200

209

360

253

260

275

279

284

315

332

360



27.

28.

29.

30.

31.

32.

33.

34.

35.

Bowing to Hegemony or Facing Destruction: Muslim States, U.S. Power,
and the Future of the Islamic World
Hiroshi Tanaka

Successes and Failures of Muslim World’'s Organizations
Khalid Al-Hakim

Gaza — Ground Zero for Al Warfare
Ozer Khalid

Gaza and Beyond: Palestine’s Struggle for Justice in a Divided World
Layla Hassan

Kashmir: Occupied, Oppressed, and Forgotten — A Nation’s Struggle for
Freedom
Li Xiaoling

BRICS at the Crossroads: A Rising Counterweight or a Fractured Bloc in a
Multipolar World?
Priya Nair

Dollarization and De-dollarization — Global Monetary Power in Transition
Arjun Mehta

Terrorism Unmasked: Global Networks, Geopolitical Agendas, and the
Struggle for Sovereignty
Hiroshi Tanaka

The United Nations and the Security Council — Performance, Challenges,
and Reform
Yuki Nakamura

Artificial Intelligence at the Crossroads: Promise, Peril, and the Urgent

Need for Global Regulation
Ananya Desai

(vi)

379

404

411

414

424

431

436

449

469

483



Preface

It is with great pride and a deep sense of continuity that | present Book No. 118 of The Advanced
Contemporary Affairs, a series that has been in uninterrupted publication since 1995. Over nearly
three decades, this endeavor has sought to serve as a beacon of knowledge, insight, and critical
engagement with the ever-evolving landscape of national and international affairs.

From its inception, this series has been guided and supported by the prestigious Council on
Contemporary Affairs — Pakistan, a think tank dedicated to nurturing intellectual discourse,
fostering analytical thought, and strengthening the culture of informed debate. The collaboration
has ensured that The Advanced Contemporary Affairs remains not merely a collection of writings,
but a purposeful academic resource aimed at empowering readers — especially the aspirants of
Pakistan’s competitive examinations.

Evolution of the Series

In its earlier form, the series compiled selected articles and essays from leading national and
international newspapers and journals of repute. The idea was to place diverse voices, opinions,
and analyses in one accessible volume, offering students, scholars, and readers a valuable
window into contemporary debates.

However, as the demands of academic inquiry and competitive examinations have grown more
complex, the format of this series has also been transformed. With this volume, we have adopted
a more comprehensive and research-driven model. The present collection synchronizes not only
newspaper articles but also the finest theses, research papers, journal articles, and reports of
respected think tanks from across the globe. This integrated approach ensures that the material
is not fragmented, but instead organized around a coherent and common theme, enabling the
reader to grasp issues in their full intellectual depth.

Purpose and Vision

The purpose of this series extends far beyond the mere presentation of information. In a world
characterized by rapid political shifts, economic upheavals, security dilemmas, and cultural
challenges, the need for thought provocation, thought building, argument construction,
analytical reasoning, and structured brainstorming has never been greater.

This series therefore aspires to cultivate in its readers the ability to:
o I|dentify key issues with clarity,
e Examine them through multiple perspectives,
¢ Build coherent and persuasive arguments,

e And ultimately apply this intellectual training in examinations, academic writing, and
informed civic engagement.

Relevance for Competitive Examinations

For candidates preparing for Pakistan’s competitive examinations — CSS, PMS, PCS, and others
— the series provides an invaluable treasure of knowledge. The material included here can
serve as a direct resource for Current Affairs, Pakistan Affairs, Islamic Studies, and Essay
Papers. At the same time, it indirectly strengthens one’s general understanding, vocabulary,
critical judgment, and capacity for independent reasoning.

An added advantage of this book-series is its contribution to improving English vocabulary and
grammar. By exposing readers to high-quality research papers, journalistic essays, and policy
analyses, the series naturally enhances linguistic precision, expression, and comprehension —
skills that are indispensable for essays and descriptive answers in competitive examinations.
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To make the most of this resource, candidates should follow a three-step approach:
1. Extraction of Key Ideas
o While reading, highlight main arguments, statistics, and perspectives.

o Summarize each article or paper into short notes under relevant topics (e.g.,
economy, foreign policy, governance, climate).

2. Comparative Analysis
o Contrast national and international viewpoints presented in the material.

o Note down how different scholars or think tanks interpret the same issue. This
builds the ability to handle multiple perspectives — a key requirement in CSS and
PMS papers.

3. Application in Writing

o Practice incorporating these arguments into essays, Current Affairs answers, and
Pakistan Affairs discussions.

o Use the material not as rote facts but as building blocks for original
arguments, demonstrating clarity, balance, and depth.

By internalizing this procedure, aspirants can transform the book from a repository of facts into
a workshop of ideas, sharpening the very skills that the examinations test: critical thinking,
analytical writing, logical persuasion, and polished English expression.

A Continuing Journey

Book No. 118 is not just another addition to the series; it represents the maturity of a journey
that began in 1995. It demonstrates our unyielding commitment to producing quality material at
the minimum possible cost, thereby making advanced scholarship and critical debate
accessible to all segments of society.

In presenting this volume, | invite readers not merely to consume the information within, but to
engage with it actively — to question, to reflect, to critique, and to internalize. For in the final
analysis, the value of knowledge is measured not by its possession, but by its application.
Knowledge that is merely collected and stored remains static, like a library whose doors are never
opened. It is only when knowledge is applied to real problems, transformed into critical arguments,
woven into essays, or used to illuminate complex issues that it comes alive and fulfills its true
purpose.

For competitive candidates, this means moving beyond memorization: instead of reproducing
facts, they must demonstrate the ability to synthesize diverse perspectives, evaluate evidence,
and craft original, balanced arguments. For general readers, the same principle holds true in
their daily lives: knowledge should shape their worldview, guide their decisions, and sharpen their
civic and moral responsibility. In this sense, knowledge is not an end in itself but a living resource,
empowering individuals to act wisely, to contribute meaningfully to society, and to engage
constructively in national and global discourse.
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How to Use This Book for Exams

This book is not meant to be read passively. To maximize its benefits for competitive
examinations, candidates should approach it as a practical training tool. Here is a step-by-step
guide:

1. Read with a Purpose

¢ Go through each article and research piece while asking: What is the core argument?
What facts support it? What counter-arguments exist?

¢ Mark important statistics, quotations, and key phrases that can later be used in answers.
2. Make Thematic Notes

e Prepare short notes under relevant headings (e.g., Economy, Foreign Policy,
Governance, Climate Change, Islamic World).

e Summarize complex arguments into bullet points — this helps recall during exams.
3. Compare and Contrast
¢ Identify how local and international authors analyze the same issue differently.

¢ Practice writing short paragraphs that balance multiple perspectives, as this technique is
highly rewarded in CSS/PMS exams.

4. Practice Application
¢ Convert the arguments into outlines for essay questions.

o Write short answers to past CSS/PMS questions using evidence and reasoning drawn
from the book.

5. Revise Regularly
o Re-read marked passages and notes before exams.
¢ Use them to refresh not only factual knowledge but also argument-building techniques.

r By following this method, candidates will transform the book into a living workbook — not
just a source of information but a tool for analytical training, essay building, and examination
excellence.

& Editor’s Tip: How This Book Improves English Expression

One of the hidden strengths of this series is its ability to polish the reader’'s English vocabulary,
grammar, and writing style. By engaging with high-quality material from newspapers, journals,
and think tanks, candidates naturally enhance their expression.

@ Benefits for Vocabulary

e Exposure to academic and journalistic terminology used in global debates.

o Acquisition of context-based phrases suitable for essays and descriptive answers.
@ Benefits for Grammar

¢ Reading grammatically rich sentences trains the mind in proper structures.

e Improves command over tenses, connectors, and prepositional usage — often tested in
exams.
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@ Benefits for Writing Style
e Provides models of argumentative, analytical, and persuasive writing.
o Helps candidates shift from simple narration to mature academic style.
o Builds variety in sentence structure and paragraph coherence.

? Tip for Candidates: While reading, underline new words, phrases, and sentence structures.
Maintain a “Vocabulary and Expression Notebook” and practice incorporating them into your
essay outlines and answer writing.
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